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Built for this: how adapted 
livestock drive regenerative 
success and resilient businesses



NOBLE RESEARCH INSTITUTE is the nation’s 
largest independent agricultural research 
organization, supporting ranchers and 
farmers with research, education and 
mentorship for regenerating soil health to 
improve their land, livestock and livelihood. 

Since 1945, Noble Research Institute has been a leading, 
trusted resource in agricultural research and education 
dedicated to land stewardship. 
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OUR MISSION

To guide farmers and ranchers in applying regenerative principles 
that yield healthier soil, more productive grazing land, and 

business success. 
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What is sustainability?



What is regeneration?
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This is the 
production 
paradigm the 
livestock 
industry lives 
and breathes 
in.
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“Knowing how to raise livestock is not the 
same thing as knowing how to run a business 

that raises livestock.”  —RFP



Getting To Profit

• Is profit achieved by:
• Reducing costs?

• Increasing production?

• Diversifying enterprises?
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The goal of adapted livestock is not to maximize 

production.

The goal is not to minimize costs.

The goal is to maximize the economic efficiency of our 

livestock harvesting solar energy via grazing.



Adapted Livestock 
Considerations

• Built for your environment
• Forage utilization
• Inclement weather
• Water availability

• Built for your management
• Breeding season/conditions
• Health resilience (parasite/disease resistance)
• Marketable



Noble’s Journey to 
Adapted Livestock

• Moderate cow size (1500 lbs → 1060 lbs) 
• Natural selection, bull selection 

• Expose every heifer
• 64% CR

• Match ecological grazing needs to species
• Incorporate small ruminants

• Reduce annual cow direct cost
• 2025: ~$220/hd
• OSU 2025 enterprise budget: ~$350/hd



“Be flexible, but stick to your principles.” 
                                     —Eleanor Roosevelt



Sign up to receive the “Noble Rancher” weekly digital 

newsletter at noble.org/subscribe/

CAITLIN WORD
csword@noble.org

www.noble.org

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

#REGENWITHNOBLE
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